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The second Hugoye Conference was held on June 22, 2013 on the 
topic of “Garshunography in the Syriac Tradition.” A group of 
around 50 scholars met in Alexander Library at Rutgers University, 
joined by around 50 other scholars from various locations 
throughout the world thanks to the live online stream of the 
conference by Rutgers’ technical staff. At the conference, eight 
scholars presented papers on the topic of Garshunography, 
including Aaron Butts, George A. Kiraz, Sebastian Brock, Joseph 
Moukarzel, Khalid Dinno, István Perczel, Hidemi Takahashi, and 
Emanuela Braida. 
 Two of the papers (Butts and Kiraz) focused on the concept of 
and appropriate terminology for the study of “Garshuni” as a 
textual phenomenon. The rest of the papers focused on particular 
iterations of Garshuni writing practices from a variety of languages, 
cultures, time periods, and contexts including Greek and Latin 
(Brock), Arabic (Moukarzel, Dinno), Armenian (Takahashi), 
Malayalam (Perczel), and Neo-Aramaic (Braida). This range of 
material epitomizes the rich heritage of Garshuni writing practices 
associated with the Syriac tradition, and also suggests that there is 
much more work remaining to be done to understand the extent of 
the practice and the socio-historical conditions that necessitated it. 



4  Introduction 

 Two of the papers from the conference will not appear in this 
volume (Kiraz,1 Butts). But the volume will include two submis-
sions by scholars of Garshuni materials who were unable to attend 
the conference: Peter Zieme and Adam McCollum. 
 The conference was hosted by Beth Mardutho: The Syriac 
Institute, the Rutgers University Libraries, the Rutgers Department 
of African, Middle Eastern, and South Asian Languages and 
Literature, and the Rutgers Center for Middle Eastern Studies. 
Several people from Rutgers University deserve our thanks for their 
involvement in sponsoring this event, in particular Dr. Marianne 
Gaunt, Vice President for Information Services and University 
Librarian, and her staff Farideh Tahrani, Grace Agnew, and Isaiah 
Beard. Special thanks are also due to Prof. Charles Häberl, 
AMESALL chair. 
 The next Hugoye conference will be held May 16-17, 2014 at 
Rutgers University, Alexander Library. The topic for this con-
ference will be “Colophons in the Syriac Tradition.” 

                                                        
 1 Kiraz’s paper will be published elsewhere: “Garshunography: 
Terminology and Some Formal Properties of Writing One Language in 
the Script of Another,” in J. den Heijer, A. Schmidt, and T. Pataridze 
(eds.), Scripts beyond Borders. A Survey of Allographic Traditions in the Euro-
Mediterranean World (Louvain: Peeters, forthcoming). 

 


