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Syriac Ascetic and Mystical Literature. An Update (2011–
2017) 
GRIGORY KESSEL, AUSTRIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES & UNIVERSITY 
OF MANCHESTER 

The following bibliography offers an update to the Kessel, 
G., Pinggéra, K., “Bibliography of  Syriac Ascetic and 
Mystical Literature” (Leuven, 2011). The content of  the 
update overlaps with other available bibliographies. The 
yearly listings initiated by S.P. Brock contain the books, but 
from the last year also the articles . The Russian titles can be 1

found in a special bibliography edited by N. Seleznev and 
me . Soon after a publication of  the book, there has appeared 2

A Comprehensive Bibliography on Syriac Christianity (edited by S. 
Minov) that offers to the interested readers an update and 
comprehensive presentation of  the scholarship for a given 

 Brock, S.P. “Recent Books on Syriac Topics [2011].” Hugoye: Journal 1

of  Syriac Studies 15.1 (2012): 165–171, Brock, S.P. “Recent Books on Syriac 
Topics [2012].” Hugoye: Journal of  Syriac Studies 16.1 (2013): 129–133, 
Brock, S.P., Kessel, G. “Recent Books on Syriac Topics [2013].” Hugoye: 
Journal of  Syriac Studies 17.1 (2014): 119–131, Brock, S.P., Kessel, G. 
“Recent Books on Syriac Topics [2014].” Hugoye: Journal of  Syriac Studies 
18.1 (2015): 113–124, Brock, S.P., Kessel, G. “Recent Books on Syriac 
Topics [2015].” Hugoye: Journal of  Syriac Studies 19.1 (2016): 237–245, 
Brock, S.P., Kessel, G., Minov, S., “Recent Publications on Syriac Topics: 
2016.” Hugoye: Journal of  Syriac Studies 20.1 (2017): 257–315.

 Kessel, G. & Seleznev, N. “Bibliography of  Syriac and Christian 2

Arabic Studies in Russian, 2010–2012.” Hugoye: Journal of  Syriac Studies 16.1 
(2013): 134–155, “Bibliography of  Syriac and Christian Arabic Studies in 
Russian, 2013.” Hugoye: Journal of  Syriac Studies 17.1 (2014): 132–140, 
“Bibliography of  Syriac and Christian Arabic Studies in Russian, 2014.” 
Hugoye: Journal of  Syriac Studies 18.1 (2015): 125–145, “Bibliography of  
Syriac and Christian Arabic Studies in Russian, 2015.” Hugoye: Journal of  
Syriac Studies 19.1 (2016): 247–257, “Bibliography of  Syriac and Christian 
Arabic Studies in Russian, 2016.” Hugoye: Journal of  Syriac Studies 20.1 
(2017): 317–331.
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subject. Nevertheless, favourable reviews  and, what is much 3

more important, a positive feedback received over the course 
of  the last years prompted me to prepare an update that, 
hopefully will be a useful tool. 

The update is organized following the same pattern as 
that of  the book. Namely, the ancient authors are arranged in 
alphabetic order; the studies inside each section follow the 
chronological order. The studies that deal exclusively with one 
particular text (usually) follow it immediately (Literature), 
whereas other studies that touch upon also other works of  
the same author appear below under the rubric Secondary 
Literature. Editions and translations are followed by the 
annotations that indicate the manuscripts used for editions 
and editions (or manuscripts) used for translations. The 
sequence of  the manuscripts does not represent their textual 
significance or chronology. 

The bibliography is meant to offer a comprehensive 
coverage of  a scholarship but there some limitations: in case 
of  Syriac translations of  the Greek works I indicate only 
those titles that treat either some aspects of  the Syriac version 
or its influence within the Syriac tradition; for some authors 
whose works do not deal with ascetic and mystical subjects 
exclusively but only among others (e.g. Aphrahaṭ, Jacob of  
Serugh, Isaac of  Antioch) a relevant selected bibliography is 
provided. Ephrem is excluded but the reader is advised to 
consult a second edition of  the specialized bibliography 
prepared by K. den Biesen.  Doctoral dissertations are also 4

mentioned, but Master theses are not. Due to an availability 
of  other bibliographic resources I found it unnecessary to 
provide the titles dealing with more broader subjects. The 
reader will find quite a large number of  works that are being 

 Zanetti, U. Irénikon 85 (2012): 218–220, Seleznev, N. Vestnik 3

Pravoslavnogo Svyato-Tikhonovskogo Bogoslovskogo Instituta Universiteta. Ser. 1. 
Bogoslovie, filosofija 4 (42) 2012: 123–124, Jullien, F., Abstracta Iranica 35–36 
(2012), Pataridze, T. Le Muséon 127 (2014): 238–240, Braida, E. Orientalia 
Christiana Periodica 81 (2015): 247–250.

 Den Biesen, K. Annotated Bibliography of  Ephrem the Syrian. [n.p.], 4

2012.
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edited or translated. Information about most of  those texts 
was communicated to me for the sake of  inclusion into the 
Editions in Progress edited by me and hosted at the portal 
<www.syri.ac>. I am most grateful to all those who shared 
the details about their project and wish a successful 
completion. 

ʿAbdmshiḥa (10th/11th c.) 
The Book for the Brethren 
Edition is in preparation by Rev. Fr. Narsai Youkanis 
(Macquarie University). 

Aphrahaṭ (ca. AD 270-345) 
Demonstrations 
Text / Translation: 
LEHTO, A., 2010. The Demonstrations of  Aphrahat, the Persian 

Sage (Gorgias Eastern Christian Studies, 27). Piscataway, 
NJ: Gorgias Press [ET based on Parisot’s ed.].  

LENZI, G., 2012. Afraate. Le esposizioni. Brescia: Paideia [IT 
based on Parisot’s ed.].  

Secondary literature: 
GATHER, J., 2010. Teachings on the Prayer of  the Heart in the 

Greek and Syrian Fathers: The Significance of  Body and 
Community (Gorgias Dissertations in Early Christian 
Studies, 47). Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press.  

KOLTUN-FROMM, N., 2010. Hermeneutics of  Holiness: Ancient 
Jewish and Christian Notions of  Sexuality and Religious 
Community. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

PIERRE-BEYLOT, M.J., 2010. ‘Les “membres de l’Ordre”, 
d’Aphraate au Liber Graduum’. In: F. JULLIEN (ed.), Le 
monachisme syriaque (Études syriaques, 7). Paris: Geuthner, 
pp. 11–36. 

BUMAZHNOV, D., 2011. ‘Qyāmā before Aphrahat: The 
Development of  the Idea of  Covenantin Some Early 
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Syriac Documents’. In: D. BUMAZHNOV & H.R. SEELIGER 
(eds), Syrien im 1.‒7. Jahrhundert nach Christus. Akten der 1. 
Tübinger Tagung zum Christlichen Orient (15.‒16. Juni 2007) 
(Studien und Texte zu Antike und Christentum, 62). 
Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, pp. 65–81. 

KOLTUN-FROMM, N., 2011. Jewish-Christian Conversation in 
Fourth-Century Persian Mesopotamia (Judaism in Context, 12). 
Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press.  

KOLTUN-FROMM, N., 2013. ‘Hermeneutics of  Holiness: 
Syriac-Christian and Rabbinic Constructs of  Holy 
Community and Sexuality’. In: G.A. ANDERSON, R.A. 
CLEMENTS, D. SATRAN (eds), New Approaches to the Study of  
Biblical Interpretation in Judaism of  the Second Temple Period and 
in Early Christianity: Proceedings of  the Eleventh International 
Symposium of  the Orion Center for the Study of  the Dead Sea 
Scrolls and Associated Literature, Jointly Sponsored by the Hebrew 
University (Studies on the Texts of  the Desert of  Judah, 
106). Leiden: Brill, pp. 185–206.  

THOMAS, S.J., 2015. ‘Taking Upon the Likeness of  Angels: 
Asceticism as the Angelical Life in Aphrahat’s 
Demonstrations’. In: J.A. MCGUCKIN (ed.), Orthodox 
Monasticism Past and Present (Gorgias Eastern Christian 
Studies, 22). Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, pp. 35–42. 

WALTERS, J.E., 2016. Aphrahat and the Construction of  
Christian Identity in Fourth-Century Persia. Princeton 
Theological Seminary [PhD thesis]. 

Athanasius Abu Ghalib (12th c.) 
The Book of  Athanasius 
Critical edition of  a part of  the text is being prepared by 
Carmen Fotescu (Instituut voor Oosters Christendom, 
Radboud University/Nijmegen). 
Secondary literature: 
TAUWINKL, C.F., 2010. ‘Abū Ghālib, an Unknown West 

Syrian Spiritual Author of  the XIIth Century’. Parole de 
l’Orient 36, pp. 277–284. 
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TAUWINKL, C.F., 2010. ‘A Spiritual Author in 12th Century 
Upper Mesopotamia: Abū Ghālib and his Treatise on 
Monastic Life’. In: H.G.B. TEULE, C.F. TAUWINKL (eds), 
The Syriac Renaissance (Eastern Christian Studies, 9). 
Leuven: Peeters, pp. 75–93.  

TAUWINKL, C.F., 2015. ‘The word that heals: the function of  
spiritual exhortation in the monastic work of  Athanasius 
Abū Ghālib’. Parole de l’Orient 40, pp. 181–194. 

ʿAziz b. Sobtho (Abu l-Maʿani), Patriarch of  Ṭur ʿAbdin 
(† 1481) 
The Ascent of  the Mind 
Critical edition is being prepared by Roberto Bertozzi 
(Università di Pisa). 
The Path of  Truth 
Critical edition is being prepared by Ibrahim Hanna 
(Université Libre de Bruxelles). 

Babai the Great (ca. AD 550- 628) 
Commentary on the ‘Kephalaia gnostica’ of  Evagrius 
Ponticus 
Literature: 
ENGELMANN, T., 2013. Annahme Christi und Gottesschau. Die 

Theologie Babais des Großen (GOF.S., 42). Wiesbaden: 
Harrassowitz, pp. 34–107.  

Commentary on the ‘Spiritual Law’ of  Mark the Monk  
Literature: 
ENGELMANN, T., 2013, pp. 158–167. 

Useful Counsels  
Literature: 
ENGELMANN, T., 2013, pp. 152–157. 

Secondary literature: 
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ENGELMANN, T., 2010. ‘Babai the Great as a Witness for 
Ḥenana of  Adiabene’. Parole de l’Orient 36, pp. 193–199.  

ENGELMANN, T., 2011. ‘Monastisch geprägter Theologe oder 
theologisch gebildeter Mönch? Das Zentrum der 
Theologie Babais des Großen’. In: D. BUMAZHNOV, H.R. 
SEELIGER (eds), Syrien im 1.‒7. Jahrhundert nach Christus. 
Akten der 1. Tübinger Tagung zum Christlichen Orient (15.‒16. 
Juni 2007) (Studien und Texte zu Antike und Christentum, 
62). Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, pp. 83–92.   

BITTON-ASHKELONY, B., 2013. ‘Neither Beginning nor End: The 
Messalian Imaginaire and Syriac Asceticism’. Adamantius 
19, pp. 222–239.  

ENGELMANN, T., 2013. Annahme Christi und Gottesschau. Die 
Theologie Babais des Großen (GOF.S., 42). Wiesbaden: 
Harrassowitz.  

TONDELLO, M., 2014. ‘Babai il grande e il santo 
Evagrio’ Adamantius 20, pp. 389–395. 

SCULLY, J. 2016. ‘Babai the Great’s Exegesis of  Paul as a 
Corrective to Evagrian Eschatology’. In: C.B. HORN and 
S.H. GRIFFITH (eds),  Biblical & Qur’ānic Traditions in the 
Middle East (Eastern Mediterranean Texts and Contexts, 
2). Warwick, Rhode Island: Abelian Academic, pp.163–
182. 

Babai of  Nisibis (ca. AD 563- 630) 
Collection of  texts 
Literature: 
KESSEL, G., 2013. ‘An East Syriac Book in the Library of  St. 

Catherine’s Monastery on Sinai: The Case of  the Monastic 
Collection M20N from the ‘New Finds’. Христианский 
Восток NS 6 [12], pp. 185–215.  

Basil of  Caesarea (ca. AD 329-379) 
Asceticon parvum (CPG 2876) 
Text / Translation: 
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SILVAS, A.M., 2014. Basil of  Caesarea. Questions of  the Brothers: 
Syriac Text and English Translation (Texts and Studies in 
Eastern Christianity, 3). Leiden: Brill [ed. based on BL 
Add. 14544, Add. 14545, Vat. syr. 122, Vat. syr. 126, 
Ambros. A 296 inf./Chabot 38].  

Literature: 
SILVAS, A.M., 2011. ‘The Latin Regula Basili and the Syriac 

Questions of  the Brothers: A Preliminary Enquiry’. Parole 
de l’Orient 36, pp. 445–452. 

SILVAS, A.M., 2015. ‘The Syriac translator of  Basil’s “Small 
Ascetikon”: translation techniques and personal identity’. 
Parole de l’Orient 40, pp. 405–415. 

Beh Ishoʿ (8th c.) 
Discourses 
Text / Translation: 
Blanchard, M.J. 2011. ‘The Syriac Discourses of  Beh Ishoʿ 

Kamulaya’. In: R.D. YOUNG & M.J. BLANCHARD (eds), To 
Train His Soul in Books: Syriac Asceticism in Early Christianity. 
Washington, DC: Catholic University of  America Press, 
pp. 176–188 [contains ET of  some fragments based on 
Washington, The Institute of  Christian Oriental Research, 
Syriac 18]. 

Book of  Steps / Liber Graduum (4th c.) 
Secondary literature: 
WESTERHOFF, M., 2009. ‘Das Bild vom Staat im Liber 

Graduum’. In: J. VAN OORT, O. HESSE (eds), Christentum 
und Politik in der Alten Kirche (Patristic Studies, 8). Peeters: 
Leuven, pp. 25–33.  

PIERRE-BEYLOT, M.J., 2010. ‘Les “membres de l’Ordre”, 
d’Aphraate au Liber Graduum’. In: F. JULLIEN (ed.), Le 
monachisme syriaque (Études syriaques, 7). Paris: Geuthner, 
pp. 11–36. 
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STORI, E., 2010. ‘Alcune note sui detti extracanonici di Paolo 
nel Liber Graduum’. In: B. PIRONE & E. BOLOGNESI 
(eds), San Paolo letto da Oriente. Milano: Edizioni Terra 
Santa, pp. 131–150. 

ARGÁRATE, P. 2011. ‘Ktābā dmasqātā oder Liber Graduum. 
Ein Überblick über den Forschungsstand’. In: D. 
BUMAZHNOV et al. (eds), Bibel, Byzanz und Christlicher 
Orient: Festschrift für Stephen Gerö zum 65. Geburtstag 
(Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta, 187). Leuven: Peeters, 
pp. 239–258. 

BROCK, S.P., 2011. ‘Some Paths to Perfection in the Syriac 
Fathers’. Studia Patristica 51, pp. 77–94.  

STORI, E., 2011. ‘Liber Graduum III, 3; XV, 4: pronti per la 
fine. Un agraphon della tradizione siriaca’. In: M. PESCE & 
M. RESCIO (eds), La trasmissione delle parole di Gesù nei primi 
tre secoli. Brescia: Morcelliana, pp. 233–248.  

BUMAZHNOV, D., 2012. ‘Der Tod des Einsiedlers für einen 
Verbrecher beim heiligen Isaak von Ninive und im Liber 
Graduum: Ein neues Zeugnis für die ‘Märtyrer der Liebe?’’ 
In: P. GEMEINHARDT & J. LEEMANS (eds), Christian 
Martyrdom in Late Antiquity (300–450 AD): History and 
Discourse, Tradition and Religious Identity (Arbeiten zur 
Kirchengeschichte, 116). Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, pp. 
225–236.  

FUCHS, G., 2012. Auflehnung und Fall im syrischen Buch der Stufen 
(Liber Graduum). Eine motiv- und traditionsgeschichtliche 
Untersuchung (Orientalia Biblica et Christiana, 19). 
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag. 

ROUX, R., 2013. ‘Antimarcionitica in the Syriac Liber 
Graduum. A Few Remarks’. Augustinianum 53, pp. 91–104. 

ARGÁRATE, P., 2014. ‘The Perfect and Perfection in the Book 
of  Steps’. In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. KITCHEN (eds), Breaking 
the Mind: New Studies in the Syriac “Book of  Steps”. 
Washington, DC: The Catholic University of  America 
Press, pp. 156–172.  

BRYANT, K.E., 2014. ‘You Are What You Eat: Dietary 
Metaphors in the Syriac Book of  Steps’. In: K.S. HEAL & 
R.A. KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: New Studies in the 
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Syriac “Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: The Catholic 
University of  America Press, pp. 173–189. 

CHILDERS, J.W., 2014. ‘A Broken Mind: The Path to 
Knowledge in the Book of  Steps’. In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. 
KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: New Studies in the Syriac 
“Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: The Catholic University 
of  America Press, pp. 131–155.  

GREATREX, G., 2014. ‘The Romano-Persian Frontier and the 
Context of  the Book of  Steps’. In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. 
KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: New Studies in the Syriac 
“Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: The Catholic University 
of  America Press, pp. 9–31. 

HARMON, T.S., 2014. ‘Falling from the Path of  Perfection: Sin 
in the Syriac Book of  Steps’. In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. 
KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: New Studies in the Syriac 
“Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: The Catholic University 
of  America Press, pp. 190–202. 

KESSEL, G., 2014. ‘A Previously Unknown Reattributed 
Fragment from Memra 16 of  the Book of  Steps’. In: K.S. 
HEAL & R.A. KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: New 
Studies in the Syriac “Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: The 
Catholic University of  America Press, pp. 53–71.  

KITCHEN, R.A., 2014. ‘Disturbed Sinners: In Pursuit of  
Sanctity in the Book of  Steps’. In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. 
KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: New Studies in the Syriac 
“Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: The Catholic University 
of  America Press, pp. 205–220.   

KOFSKY, A. & RUZER, S., 2014. ‘Reading the Ascetic Ideal 
into Genesis 1-3: Hermeneutic Strategies in the Book of  
Steps Memra 21’. In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. KITCHEN (eds), 
Breaking the Mind: New Studies in the Syriac “Book of  Steps”. 
Washington, DC: The Catholic University of  America 
Press, pp. 262–272. 

KOLLAMPARAMPIL, T., 2014. ‘“Hidden Work” of  the Heart 
and Spiritual Progression in the Book of  Steps’. In: K.S. 
HEAL & R.A. KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: New 
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Studies in the Syriac “Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: The 
Catholic University of  America Press, pp. 262–272. 

MINOV, S., 2014. ‘Marriage and Sexuality in the Book of  
Steps: From Encratism to Orthodoxy’. In: K.S. HEAL & 
R.A. KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: New Studies in the 
Syriac “Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: The Catholic 
University of  America Press, pp. 221–261. 

PARMENTIER, M.F.G., 2014. ‘The Book of  Steps on Magic’. 
In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: 
New Studies in the Syriac “Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: 
The Catholic University of  America Press, pp. 41–50.   

PETTIPIECE, T., 2014. ‘Parallel Paths: Tracing Manichaean 
Footrpints along the Syriac Book of  Steps’. In: K.S. 
HEAL & R.A. KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: New 
Studies in the Syriac “Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: The 
Catholic University of  America Press, pp. 32–40. 

ROUX, R., 2014. ‘Biblical Exegesis in the Syriac Book of  
Steps: A Preliminary Survey’. In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. 
KITCHEN (eds), Breaking the Mind: New Studies in the Syriac 
“Book of  Steps”. Washington, DC: The Catholic University 
of  America Press, pp. 99–118.  

ROUX, R., 2014. ‘La sotériologie du Liber Graduum’. In: Th. 
HAINTHALER (ed.), Für uns und für unser Heil: Soteriologie in 
Ost und West. Forscher aus dem Osten und Westen Europas an den 
Quellen des gemeinsamen Glaubens. Innsbruck: Tyrolia, pp. 81–
90. 

ROUX, R., 2014. ‘Die Forschung zur Christologie des 
s y r i s ch en L ib e r Gr a duum: M e th o do lo g i s ch e 
Überlegungen’. In: M. TAMCKE & S. GREBENSTEIN (eds), 
Geschichte, Theologie und Kultur des syrischen Christentums: 
Beiträge zum 7. Deutschen Syrologie-Symposium in Göttingen, 
Dezember 2011 (GOF.S., 46). Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, pp. 
329–341. 

SCULLY, J., 2014. ‘Lowering in Order to Be Raised, Emptying 
in Order to Be Filled: The Ascetical System of  the Book 
of  Steps’. In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. KITCHEN (eds), Breaking 
the Mind: New Studies in the Syriac “Book of  Steps”. 
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Washington, DC: The Catholic University of  America 
Press, pp. 297–312.  

SMITH, K.R., 2014. ‘A Last Disciple of  the Apostles: The 
“Editor’s” Preface, Rabbula’s Rules, and the Date of  the 
Book of  Steps’. In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. KITCHEN (eds), 
Breaking the Mind: New Studies in the Syriac “Book of  Steps”. 
Washington, DC: The Catholic University of  America 
Press, pp. 72–96. 

WESTERHOFF, M., 2014. ‘Did the Author of  the Book of  
Steps Understand Paul?’. In: K.S. HEAL & R.A. KITCHEN 
(eds), Breaking the Mind: New Studies in the Syriac “Book of  
Steps”. Washington, DC: The Catholic University of  
America Press, pp. 119–128. 

Dadishoʿ Qaṭraya (7th c.) 
Commentary on the ‘Paradise of  the Fathers’ of  ʿEnanishoʿ 

Critical edition is in preparation by David Phillips 
(Université Catholique de Louvain) who is also going to 
produce the French translation. Robert Kitchen (Knox-
Metropolitan United Church) is in charge of  the English 
translation. 

Literature: 
PHILLIPS, D., 2014. ‘Lost and Found: Dadishoʿ Qatraya’s 

Commentary on the Paradise of  the Fathers as a Witness 
to the Works of  Theodore of  Mopsuestia’. In: M. KOZAH 
and al. (eds), The Syriac Writers of  Qatar in the Seventh Century 
(Gorgias Eastern Christian Studies, 38). Piscataway, NJ: 
Gorgias Press, pp. 207–230. 

Arabic version 
Text / Translation: 

KOZAH, M. & MOURAD, S., 2015. ‘Dadishoʿ Qaṭraya’s 
Compendious Commentary on the Paradise of  the 
Egyptian Fathers in Garshuni’. In: M. KOZAH et al. (eds), 
An Anthology of  Syriac Writers from Qatar in the Seventh 
Century (Gorgias Eastern Christian Studies, 39). Piscataway, 
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NJ: Gorgias Press, pp. 155–187 [an edition of  a fragment 
based on Mingana syr. 403]. 

KOZAH, M., ABU-HUSAYN, A., & MOURAD, S., 2016. Dadishoʿ 
Qaṭraya’s Compendious Commentary on The Paradise of  the 
Egyptian Fathers in Garshuni (Texts from Christian Late 
Antiquity, 43). Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press [critical ed. 
and ET based on Mingana syr. 403, syr. 174, syr. 370, syr. 
457, Berlin, Sachau 45, Vat. ar. 85]. 

Literature: 
KOZAH, M., 2014. ‘Dadishoʿ Qaṭraya’s Compendious 

Commentary on the Paradise of  the Egyptian Fathers in 
Garshuni ‒  A Case of  Manuscript Mistaken Identity’. In: 
M. KOZAH and al. (eds), The Syriac Writers of  Qatar in the 
Seventh Century (Gorgias Eastern Christian Studies, 38). 
Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, pp. 195–206. 

Ethiopic version 
Translation:  

KITCHEN, R., 2015. ‘Introduction to Selections from the 
Geʿez Filekseyus’. In: M. KOZAH et al. (eds), An Anthology 
of  Syriac Writers from Qatar in the Seventh Century (Gorgias 
Eastern Christian Studies, 39). Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias 
Press, pp. 189–252 [selected translation based on EMML 
1387]. 

On Solitude 
Literature: 

KESSEL, G., 2014. ‘A Manuscript Tradition of  Dadīšōʿ 
Qaṭrāyā’s Work ‘On Stillness’ (ʿal šelyā) in the Syrian 
Orthodox Milieu’. In: M. TAMCKE & S. GREBENSTEIN 
(eds), Geschichte, Theologie und Kultur des syrischen Christentums: 
Beiträge zum 7. Deutschen Syrologie-Symposium in Göttingen, 
Dezember 2011 (GOF.S., 46). Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, pp. 
103–121.  

Letter to Abkosh 
Text / Translation: 
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PHILLIPS, D., 2015. ‘Dadishoʿ Qatraya’s Letter to Abkosh: 
The Text according to MS Baghdad Archbishopric of  the 
East n° 210 with Critical Notes and a Translation’. Bulletin 
de l’Académie Belge pour l’Etude des Langues Anciennes et 
Orientales 4, pp. 201–223 [ed. and FT based on Baghdad, 
Archbishopric of  the East 210, Alqoš, Notre-Dame des 
Semences/Vosté 237, Mingana syr. 601, Vat. syr. 509]. 

Secondary literature: 
DACCACHE, S., 2010. ‘Figures remarquables dans la mystique 

syriaque du VII-VIII siècle’. Proche-Orient chrétien 60:3/4, 
pp. 245–256. 

DEL RÍO SÁNCHEZ, F., 2011. ‘Dadišoʿ du Qatar et la 
quiétude’. In A. DESREUMAUX (ed.), Les mystiques syriaques 
(Études syriaques, 8). Paris: Geuthner, pp. 87–98.   

BITTON-ASHKELONY, B., 2012. ‘Pure Prayer and Ignorance: 
Dadishoʿ Qatraya and the Greek Ascetic Legacy’. Studi e 
materiali di storia delle religioni 78:1, pp. 200–226.  

KAVVADAS, N., 2012. ‘Von Antiochien nach Beth Qatraye: 
Zur Rezeption Theodors von Mopsuestia in der 
ostsyrischen Mystik’. In: M. TAMCKE (ed.), Orientalische 
Christen und Europa: Kulturbegegnung zwischen Interferenz, 
Partizipation und Antizipation (GOF.S., 41). Wiesbaden: 
Harrassowitz, pp. 3–10. 

KITCHEN, R.A., 2014. ‘The Book of  Monks: Ethiopian 
Monasticism via Beth Qatraye’. In: M. KOZAH and al. 
(eds), The Syriac Writers of  Qatar in the Seventh Century 
(Gorgias Eastern Christian Studies, 38). Piscataway, NJ: 
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