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ABSTRACT

While the extant works that encompass Syriac ecclesias-
tical history are the focus of numerous editions and stud-
ies, the works that do not survive from this tradition are
often overlooked or only briefly mentioned in passing in
select publications. Though these latter works cannot be
examined in detail for obvious reasons, their record is es-
sential for understanding the development of Syriac ec-
clesiastical history. This article examines one important
East Syriac ecclesiastical work — namely, ‘Abdisho‘ bar
Brikha’s (d. 1318) Catalogue of Books — and presents its
listed Greek and Syriac works that have not survived. Brief
mention will also be made of select Greek and Syriac
works in the Catalogue that may or may not be lost, de-
pending on whether one agrees or disagrees with particu-
lar propositions advanced in connection to these works.
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The study of Syriac ecclesiastical history — and history more
generally for that matter — involves (among other things) two
broad types of literary texts: surviving and lost works of known
and (now) otherwise unknown writers. While the former form
the basis of numerous publications, from introductory hand-
books covering centuries of Syriac Christian history to technical
studies on individual writers or subject areas, the latter are typ-
ically mentioned in passing (if even mentioned at all!) and
rarely is the extent of such loss made readily apparent.’

This article is a first step towards rectifying this neglect, in
that it presents the Greek and Syriac works in one influential
high medieval treatise — namely, ‘Abdisho* bar Brikha’s (d. 1318)
Catalogue of Books — which do not survive. This work, which was
edited and translated into Latin by Abraham Ecchellensis in
1653 and by Josephus Simonius Assemani in 1725,* offers “an

" For one example where the lost works of a specific writer — in this case,
‘Abdisho’ — are listed (along with his extant works), see Hubert Kaufhold,
“The Nomocanon of Metropolitan ‘Abdiso’ of Nisibis: Ms. No. 64 in the Col-
lection of Trichur (Trissur), Metropolitan’s Palace of the Church of the
East,” in Istvan Perczel (ed.), The Nomocanon of Abdisho of Nisibis: A Fac-
simile Edition of MS 64 from the Collection of the Church of the East in Thris-
sur (Syriac Manuscripts from Malabar 1; Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press,
2009), xviii-xx. More recently, there are also studies of Jewish and Chris-
tian lost works. See Liv I. Lied, Marianne B. Kartzow, and Esther Brown-
smith, “Books known only by title,” Journal for the Study of the Pseudepig-
rapha 32:4 (2023): 303—322 and Liv I. Lied, “The Unruly Books of Abdisho
of Nisibis: Book Lists, Canon Discourse and the Quest for Lost Writings,” in
Teresa Bernheimer and Ronny Vollandt (eds.), Synopses and Lists: Textual
Practices in the Pre-Modern World (Cambridge Semitic Languages and Cul-
tures 22; Cambridge: Open Book Publishers, 2023), 62—103.

* Abraham Ecchellensis, Incipimus scribere tractatem continentem cata-
logum librorum Chaldeorum, tam ecclesiasticorum, quam profanorum
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invaluable repository of information about the authors and
works of the Syriac literary heritage, including many that are no
longer extant.” In the 20™ century, three further editions of the
Catalogue were produced: two by Joseph of Beth Qelayta, who
included it as an appendix to his 1908 and 1924 editions of ‘Ab-
dishos theological treatise The Pearl(Marganitha),* and one by
Yusuf Habbi, who produced a Syriac-Arabic edition of the Cat-
alogue in 1986.° To date, there are one German and two English

(Rome: Typis S.C. de Propaganda Fide, 1653) and Josephus Simonius Asse-
mani (ed.), Bibliotheca orientalis Clementino-Vaticana, in qua manuscriptos
codices syriacos, arabicos, persicos, turcicos, hebraicos, samaritanos, ar-
menicos, ethiopicos, Graecos, egyptiacos, ibericos & malabaricos, 31
(Roma: Typis Sacrae Congregationis de Propaganda Fide, 1725). The source
of Ecchellensis’ edition is ms. Vat. Syr. 456 (1593), and the basis for Asse-
mani’s edition is ms. Vat. Syr. 176 (1476).

3]. W. Childers, “Abdisho* bar Brikha,” in Sebastian P. Brock, Aaron M. Butts,
George A. Kiraz, and Lucas Van Rompay (eds.), Gorgias Encyclopedic Dic-
tionary of the Syriac Heritage (Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2011), 3.

*Joseph of Beth Qelayta, ~dan\oias it Aia dur i iohoor oha
~umiia ooen pdaails sarsaas ,is) wasa (Mosul: Matba'ta
"Atorayta d-‘Edta ‘Attiqta d-Madnha, 1924), 61-83. The 1908 edition sur-
vives in a single copy, to which I do not have access. Joseph based his edi-
tions on Assemani’s edition. A third edition of this text was published in
1989. See Childers, “Abdisho’ bar Brikha,” 3.

5 Yusuf Habbi, Fihris al-mu'allifin ta’lif li-‘Abd Yasu‘ al-Sibawi (Matbu‘at al-
Magma'‘ al-Ilmi al-Iraqt: al-Hay'ah al-Suryaniyah; Baghdad: Matba‘at al-
Magma* al-Tlmi al-Iraqi, 1986). Habbi based his edition on eight sources:
ms. Berlin, Sachau 312 (1680); a commentary produced by Shmu'il Giamil
(1847-1917); Ecchellensis’ edition; ms. British Library, Or. 4526 (1727); a
Chaldean Metropolitanate of Mosul manuscript (ca. 1900); Assemani’s edi-
tion; ms. Vatican Syr. 176; Joseph'’s edition.
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translations of this work, each of which are problematic.’ While
the two most authoritative editions of the Catalogue are those
produced by Assemani and Habbi, the popularity of this work
is demonstrated by the number of manuscripts preserving this
work.”

The Catalogue itself is written in 1190 lines of heptasyllabic
verse® and, along with a Preface and Conclusion, contains three
central sections:

» The First Part focuses on Holy Scripture and encom-
passes the Old Testament, Apocrypha, and New
Testament books.

» The Second Part focuses on the Greek and Latin Fa-
thers and lists a number of works that were trans-
lated into Syriac.

o August F. Pfeiffer, Joseph Simonius Assemanns orientalische Bibliothek oder
Nachrichten von syrischen Schriftstellern (Volume 2; Erlangen: Walther,
1777), 329—408; George Percy Badger, The Nestorians and Their Rituals, with
the Narrative of a Mission to Mesopotamia and Coordistan in 1842-1844 and
of a Late Visit to Those Countries in 1850 (Volume 2; London: Joseph Masters,
1852), 361-379; Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII (trans.), The Book of Marganitha
(The Pearl) on the Truth of Christianity (Ernakulam, Kerala, India: Mar
Themotheus Memorial Printing & Publishing House Limited, 1965), 121—
153. Pfeiffer based his translation on Assemani’s Latin translation. While it
is unclear which manuscript(s) Badger used for his translation, Shimun ba-
sed his translation on Joseph’s 1924 edition, though he was also aware of
Badger’s translation. Seth M. Stadel is currently producing an annotated
English translation (with Introduction) of the Catalogue, based on Habbi’s

edition.

" See, for instance, Anton Baumstark, Geschichte der syrischen Literatur, mit

Ausschluf8 der christlich palistinensischen Texte (Bonn: A. Marcus und E.
Webers Verlag, 1922), 325, n. 2.
Salam Rassi, Christian Thought in the Medieval Islamicate World: ‘Abdisho*

of Nisibis and the Apologetic Tradition (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2022), 10.

8
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» The Third Part focuses on the (primarily) East Syr-
iac Fathers and includes several entries not devoted
to any one specific writer.

Within these three Parts, there are 200 entries:® the First Part =
§ 1—4; the Second Part = § 5—48; the Third Part = § 49—200. The
lost works listed and discussed in this article are drawn from the
Second and Third Parts, i.e. § 5—200.

Among the Greek and Latin writings presented in the Sec-
ond Part, the Greek works that do not survive in any language
include the following:*

Entry | Writer Work(s) Assemani | Habbi ”
§8 Hippolytus commentary on 7 37,135-136
of Rome" Small Daniel
§u Symma- Distinction of the 10 38,148
chus™ Commandments
§12 book on the form u 39,156
of the world

% Assemani presents 199 entries, including the Conclusion; Habbi presents
208 entries.

** The following tables will use two different sets of brackets: () = word(s)
added to my forthcoming English translation but not found in the Cata-
logue, and [ ] = word(s) implied in the Catalogue but not found in my forth-
coming English translation. The numbers presented in the entry number
column in the following tables are my own.

" This column, as well as the comparable columns in the following tables,
presents the chapter numbers for each entry, as found in Assemani, BibOr
3.L

' This column, as well as the comparable columns in the following tables,
presents the page and line numbers for each entry, as found in Habbi,
Fihris.

" Hippolytus of Rome lived in the late 2™ / early 3™ century.

** Symmachus flourished in the late 2™ century.
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Eusebius of
Caesarea®

meémra on the lack
of rain

39, 160

§18

Methodius
of Olympus'®

many letters on
various subjects

17

43, 211-212

§19

Diodore of
1
Tarsus”’

(book) against the

Jews

18

44, 221

§ 20

Theodore of
Mopsuestia™®

[commentary on]
Ezekiel

[commentary on]
Jeremiah

[commentary on]
Daniel

one (volume ad-
dressed) to the
monks

one (volume) on
obscure speech

one (volume) for
Basil

mémra on the
Law-giving

19

46, 243

46,244

50, 286

50, 287

50, 291

50,295

§23

Aquilinus19

commentary on
Matthew

(commentary) on
John, the son of
Zebedee

22

53,318

53,319

§24

Basil*

homilies [of vari-
ous kinds]

" Eusebius of Caesarea lived ca. 260—ca. 340.

' Methodius of Olympus died in 312.

" Diodore of Tarsus died in 3g90.

"8 Theodore of Mopsuestia lived ca. 350—ca. 428.

" Aquilinus lived in the 5

th_gth

23

53,321

century. This writer’s identity is not certain.

** Basil lived in the 5™ century. This writer’s identity is not certain.
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teachings of vari- 53, 322
ous kinds
§ 25 Cyrus the memre 24 53,324
Greek™
§ 26 Irenaeus of five (volumes of) 25 53, 32654,
Tyre™ ecclesiastical (his- 328
tory)
§27 Philotheus™ | [commentaryon] | 26 54,330
Ezekiel
Healer 54, 332
§ 28 Theodoret of | (book) against Ori- | 27 54, 335
Cyrus™* gen
§31 Arni- disputation 30 56, 352
yastate’os™ [against Mani]
§ 32 Theophilus [book] against 31 56, 354
the Persian®® | Dositheus
book...[refuting] 56, 355—356
the chapters of
Cyril
§33 Eutherius of | mémre 32 57, 359
Tyana®’ various homilies
commentary on 57, 360
the Gospel

* Cyrus the Greek flourished in the late 5™ century.

**Irenaeus of Tyre flourished in the first half of the 5™ century.

* Philotheus possibly lived in the 5™ century. This writer is otherwise un-
known.

** Theodoret of Cyrus lived from 393-466.

*> Arniyastate’os possibly lived in the 5" century. This writer is otherwise un-
known.

26 Theophilus the Persian flourished after 431. This writer’s identity is not
certain.

*7 Eutherius of Tyana flourished around 431.
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§35

. 28
Zenobius

(book) against
Marcion

(book) against
Pamphylius

letters to Isidore,
Lucillus, Abram,

and Job

34-35

57,365

58, 366

58, 367-368

§48

Jacob™

commentary on
Matthew

[commentary] on
the Apostle

[commentary] on
Jeremiah

48

61, 394

61, 395

Turning to the Syriac writings presented in the Third Part, the

works that do not survive in any language include the following:

Entry | Writer(s) Work(s) Assemani | Habbi

§ 49 Aqaq30 letters 49 61, 402

§ 50 Miles® letters [on various | 50 62, 403
subjects]
memreé on various 62, 404
(subjects)

§ 51 Yahbahuhy32 letter to the Patri- | 51 62, 405-406
arch of the East

*® Zenobius lived in the early 5™ century. This writer’s identity is not certain.

*Jacob possibly lived in the second half of the 5™ century. This writer is oth-
erwise unknown.

%? Aqaq lived in the late 5" century.

% Miles died in 341.

% Yahbahuhy possibly lived in the early 5™ century. This writer’s identity is

not certain.
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§52 Ephrem the [commentary] on | 52 63, 419
Syrian®® (the Psalms of) Da-
vid

§ 53 Narsai®* commentary on 53 64, 434
Genesis

[commentary] on 65, 435
Exodus

[commentary] on
Leviticus

[commentary] on 65, 436
Numbers

[commentary] on
(Joshua) bar Nun
[commentary] on 65, 437
the book of Judges
[commentary on]

Ecclesiastes

[commentary]| on 65,438
Isaiah

[commentary] on
the Twelve®

[commentary]| on 65, 439
Jeremiah

[commentary] on
Ezekiel

[commentary]| on 65, 440
the prophecy of

Daniel
liturgy 65. 443

3 Ephrem the Syrian died in 373.
% Narsai died ca. 500.

35 Namely, the books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zachariah, and Malachi.
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interpretation of 65, 444
the sacraments
and baptism
consolations 65, 445
homilies
praises 65, 446
proclamations
exhortations 65, 447
book on the de- 65, 447-448
pravity of life
§54 Barsawma of homilies 54 66, 450
Nisibis®® mémré 66, 451
exhortations 66, 452
§55 Abraham of commentary on 55 66, 454455
Beth Rabban®” | Joshua bar Nun
[commentary]| on 66, 455
Judges
[commentary] on 66, 456
the book of Kings
[commentary on]
Bar Sira
[commentary] on 66, 457
Isaiah in two vol-
umes
[commentary on] 66, 458
the Twelve
[commentary] on
Daniel
[commentary on] 67, 459
Song of Songs
Cause of the Foun- 67, 459460
dation (of the

3% Barsawma of Nisibis died ca. 491-496.
37 Abraham of Beth Rabban lived in the 6™ century.
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Schools) through
Defined Chapters

§ 56 John of Beth [commentary on] 56
Rabban®® Job

[commentary on]

Proverbs
(book) against the
Magi

(book of) accusa-
tions against the
Jews

(book) against the
heretics

meémreé on the
death of Khosrow

(mémreé) on the

plague which be-
fell Nisibis
consolations on all

orders

madrashe

composition of the
qaleé of the ‘onyata

67,464

67, 466

67, 467

67,468

68, 470

68, 471

68, 472

68, 475

68, 476

§57 Marutha of history of...[the] 57
Mayphergat® | holy synod [of Ni-
caea]

69, 483-484

§ 58 Aba I*° [commentaryon] | 58
Psalms

[commentary] on

Romans

69, 490

69, 491

3 John of Beth Rabban lived in the 6" century.
% Marutha of Maypherqat lived in the 4™ / 5™ century.
4> Aba I died in 552.



216

HUGOYE 27.1 (2024)

[commentary] on
the two (letters) to
the Corinthians

[commentary] on
the three letters
following*

[commentary] on
the letter to the
Hebrews

memre

homilies

69, 492

69, 493

69, 494

69, 495

§59 Henana of Adi-
abene®

[commentary on]
Proverbs

[commentary] on
Ecclesiastes

[commentary on]
Song of Songs

commentary on
Mark

explanation of the
Faith

(explanation of)
the mysteries

(explanation) of
the questions

cause of the Feast
of Hosannas

[cause of] the In-
vention [of the
Cross]

meémra on the
Feast of Hosannas

59

70, 504

70,505

70,507

70,509

71, 510

71, 51

71 513

71 514

* Presumably, Galatians, Ephesians, and Philippians.

* Henana of Adiabene died ca. 610.
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§ 61 Hiba,* Komi,** [Syriac translation | 61 72, 522-523
and Proba® of] the books of
the Interpreter*’
Hiba the Inter- | commentary on 72,526
preter Proverbs
homilies 72, 527
madrashe
disputation with 72, 528
the heretics
§ 62 The Disciples commentary on 62 73, 531532
of Aba1** Daniel
madrashe 73, 532
§ 63 Thomas of letter on gale 63 73, 535
Edessa® refutation of as- 73,536
trology
disputations with 74, 538
heresies
§ 65 Paul of Nis- letters of various 65 74, 544
ibis® kinds
§ 66 Babai the cause of Hosannas | 66 75, 547
Great™ history of the fol- 75, 551
lowers of Diodore
cause of the Feast 75, 552
of the Cross
* Hiba died in 457.

* Komi lived in the late 5™ century.

* Proba probably lived in the 6™ century.

% Namely, Theodore of Mopsuestia.

*" Hiba the Interpreter and Hiba (mentioned above) are the same person.

“ The Disciples of Aba I lived in the 6" century.
* Thomas of Edessa lived in the mid-6" century.

5 Paul of Nisibis died in 573.

5! Babai the Great lived ca. 551-628.
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book in
which...[is] ar-
ranged the heroic
deeds, according
to the liturgical cy-
cle, of Saint Mary
and John and the
rest of the feasts
and memorials

(book) for the nov-

ices

letters to Joseph
Huzaya

commentary on
the whole text (of
Scripture)

book of causes on
the wandering
Matthew, Abra-
ham of Nisibis,
and Gabriel
Qatraya

75, 553-556

76,557

76, 558

76, 560

76, 561-564

§ 67 Dadisho’
Qatraya™

book on the (mo-
nastic) way of life

meémra on the
sanctification of
the (monastic) cell

mournful memre
in meters

67

76,568

77,569

77,570

§68 Joseph Haz-
zaya®

commentary on
the book of the
merchant

68

78, 580

5* Dadisho* Qatraya lived in the late 7" century.

5 Joseph Hazzaya lived in the 8" century.
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commentary on
the vision of Eze-
kiel

causes of the illus-
trious feasts

commentary on
Dionysius

78, 585

78,586

78,588

§n

Isho‘yahb II of
Gdala®*

commentary on
(the Psalms of) Da-
vid

histories

memre on various
subjects

71

80, 602

80, 603

80, 604

§ 72

Isho‘yahb I of

Arzun®

(book) against
Eunomius

disputation
against a certain
heretical bishop

72

80, 606

80, 607-608

§73

Cyprian of Nis-
ibis®

[explanation of]
the theology of
Gregory the Great

73

81, 614615

§74

Isho‘yahb III of
Adiabene®™

book on the turn-
ing back of
thoughts

exhortations to
certain (monastic)
novices

(rite for the) con-
secration of a new
church

74

81, 618

81, 619—620

82, 623

*Isho'yahb II of Gdala died ca. 646.
5 Isho‘yahb I of Arzun died in 595.

5 Cyprian of Nisibis died in 766 / 767.
57 Isho‘yahb III of Adiabene died in 659.
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‘onyata

memre

madrashe

consolations,
which are very ele-
gant

disputation
against certain
(people)

82, 625

82, 626

82, 627

82, 628

§77

Theodore of

8
Merv®

commentary on
(the Psalms of) Da-
vid

other mémre

solution to ten
questions of Ser-
gius

book (of) various
(subjects)

77

83, 636

83, 637

83, 637-638

83, 639

§78

Gabriel of Hor-
mizdshir®

(disputation)
against the Mani-
chees

(disputation)
against the Astrol-
ogers

teachings [on vari-
ous parts of the
Scriptures]

commentaries on
various (parts) of
the Scriptures

78

83, 643

83, 644

84, 645

84, 645—646

§79

homilies

79

84, 650

5 Theodore of Merv flourished in the mid-6™ century.

%9 Gabriel of Hormizdshir flourished in the mid-6" century.
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Elijah of

6
Merv™"’

consolations

letters

cause of the foun-
dations

commentary on
Proverbs

[commentary on]
Genesis

[commentary on]
Ecclesiastes

[commentary on]
Song of Songs

[commentary on]
Bar Sira

[commentary] on
Isaiah

[commentary] on
the Twelve

[commentary] on
the letters of the
Apostle Paul

84, 653

84, 654

84, 655

84) 655_851

658
84, 656

85, 657

85, 658

§ 8o

George 1

teshbhata

‘onyata

few memre

8o

85, 662

85, 664

§82

. 6
Henanisho* 1"

homilies

letters

consolations

teachings

multitude of ques-
tions

82

86, 670

86, 671

86, 672

% Elijah of Merv died after 569.

% George I died in 680 / 681.

6 HenanishoI died in 699 / 700.
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thanksgivings 86, 673
history of Sergius 86, 674
Dwada
Two Causes of the 86, 675
Schools
commentary on 86, 676
the Analytics
§83 Aba of Kash- explanations [on 83 87,678
kar® the whole logic of
Aristotle]
letters [on the
whole logic of Ar-
istotle]
commentaries on 87, 679—680
the whole logic of
Aristotle
§ 84 Henanisho' I1* | letters 84 87, 682
consolations
five volumes (of) 87, 683
homilies
memre 87, 684
ten questions
§ 85 Aba Il of Kash- | book of governors | 85 87, 686
kar® commentaries 88, 687
§86 Timothy 1% book of the stars 86 88, 689690
questions in one 88, 695-696

book on (various)
chapters, together
with a history

% Aba of Kashkar lived in the late 6 / early 7" century.

%4 Henanisho* II died in 779 / 780.
% Aba IT of Kashkar flourished in the mid-8™ century.
66 Timothy I lived from 727 [ 728-823.
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§ 87 Ephrem of book on the mat- 87
Elam® ter of the Faith

89, 697698

§ 89 Hunayn ibn book on the fear of | 88
Ishétq68 God

89, 702

§ 9o Isho' bar Nun® Theology 89

division of the of-
fices

homilies
(work on) the
power of the

‘onyata

90, 705-706

90, 711

90, 712

§o1 Elisha‘ bar [commentary]on | go
Quzbaye” the (two) letters to
the Corinthians

[commentary] on
the three letters
following

cause of the foun-
dations

(cause) of the mar-

tyrs
thanksgivings

memre

91, 715

91, 716

9y, 717

91, 718

§ 92 Simeon of Beth | [Syriac translation | g1
Garmai” of] the chronicle of
Eusebius

91, 719-720

§93 refutation of the 92
opinion of the her-

etics

91, 722-723

%7 Ephrem of Elam flourished in the late 8" century.
o8 Hunayn ibn Ishaq lived from 808-873.

% Isho* bar Nun died in 828.

™ Elisha‘ bar Quzbaye lived in the early 6™ century.

" Simeon of Beth Garmai lived in the 7" century.
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Sourin the In-
terpreter””

demonstrations

disputation

91, 724

§94

Barhadbshabba
‘Arbaya”

book of treasures
in three parts

disputations with
all (false) religions
and their refuta-
tion

commentary on
Mark the Evange-
list

93

91, 726—92,
727

92, 727-728

92, 731-732

§95

Mika of Beth
Garmai™

five causes of the
foundations

memra on Cantro-
pus

[mémra] on Mar
Sabrisho of
Lashom

commentary on
the book of Kings
of the people of Is-
rael

94

92, 734

92,735

92, 736

93, 737-738

§ 96

Cyrus of
Edessa”™

explanations

homilies

95

93, 740

§97

6
Paulona’

madrashe

words against the
explorers

disputations
against Marcion

96

93, 741

93, 742

93, 743

7 Sourin the Interpreter lived in the late 7" century.

7 Barhadbshabba ‘Arbaya lived in the late 6 / early 7 century.

™ Mika of Beth Garmai flourished in the first half of the 7™ century.

7™ Cyrus of Edessa lived in the 6" century.

7 Paulona probably lived in the late 4™ century.
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(book) on the 93, 744
faithful and the
Faith
§98 Sergius”’ commentary on 97 93, 745-746
Jeremiah
[commentary on] 94, 747
Ezekiel
[commentary] on
Daniel
§ 99 Mari the Per- commentary on 98 94, 750
sian”™ Daniel
commentary on 94, 751
the letters of Aqaq
(book) against the 94, 752
Magi in Nisibis
§ 100 Abraham of consolations 99 94, 754
Mahoze” letters
causes of all feasts 94, 755
book of homilies 94, 756
§ 101 Paul of Anbar® | solution to a letter | 100 95, 758
on the monastic
life
consolations 95, 759
disputation 95, 760
against each (per-
son)
§ 102 Gabriel one mémra on the | 101 95, 762
Qatraya81 Union

77 Sergius flourished in the mid-6" century.

7 Mari the Persian flourished in the first half of the 5" century.

™ Abraham of Mahoze flourished in the mid-6™ century.

% Paul of Anbar flourished in the mid-8® century.

¥ Gabriel Qatraya lived ca. 70 century.
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solution to ques- 95, 763—764
tions on the mat-
ter of the Faith
§ 103 Jacob Qletaya82 commentary on 102 95, 766
Proverbs
madrashe on the 95, 767
followers of Dio-
dore
[madrashé] on the 96, 768
Faith of the
Church
§ 104 Barsawma of Liver 103 96, 770
Karka®® multitude of 96, 771
thanksgivings
consolations 96, 772
homilies
§ 105 ‘Abdisho’ bar commentary on 104 96, 776
Bahriz** the offices
§ 106 Daniel bar book of flowers 105 96, 779
Tubanitha85 consolations 97, 780
homilies
solution to ques- 97,781
tions on the text
(of Scripture)
various riddles 97,782
thanksgivings 97,783
meémre composed 97,784
in meters
solution to ques- 97, 785-787

tions on the fifth

82 Jacob Qletaya flourished in the first half of the gth century.

% Barsawma of Karka flourished in the first half of the 7™ century.

%4 ‘Abdisho bar Bahriz flourished in the first quarter of the g™ century.

% Daniel bar Tubanitha possibly lived in the 7" century.
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divine volume of
Mar Isaac of Nine-
veh

commentary on
the Chapters on
Knowledge

97,788

§107

Abraham of
86
Basra

letters

book (consisting)
of an explanation
of the obscure
speech of Theo-
dore the Inter-
preter

106

97,790

97, 790-98,
792

§109

Denha®

consolations

other discourses
on ecclesiastical

laws

commentary on
the two parts of
Gregory

108

98, 799

98, 799—800

98, 801-802

§ 110

Shalita of
Resh‘ayna88

homilies

consolations

canons

causes

chapters which are
chanted in meters
at the gate of the
apse

chapters without
meters

109

99, 806
| 99,807

99, 808

99, 809810

99, 811

% Abraham of Basra lived in the late 10" century.

%" Denha possibly lived in the 9™ century.

% Shalita of Resh‘ayna possibly lived in the 8" century.
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commentary on 99, 812
two ‘onyata
§1m Babai the Per- book, which con- 110 99, 815-816
sian® tains a solution to
various questions
§ 112 Shahdost® synodical speech 111 100, 818
letters 100, 819
canons
short memre 100, 820
homilies
§ug Habib the Soli- | studies on (divine) | 12 100, 822
tary” providence
[studies on] the 100, 823
Chapters on
Knowledge
[studies on] the 100, 823—
qale for ‘onyata 824
and for soghitha
§114 Babai of Nis- exhortations u3 100, 828
ibis”* instructions
§ 116 John Azraq® book of exhorta- 15 101, 834
tions
(book) on direc- 101, 835
tion
two hundred and 101, 836
eighty letters

% Babai the Persian lived in the late 8" century.

9 Shahdost flourished in the first half of the 8" century.
9" Habib the Solitary lived ca. 80o.

92 Babai of Nisibis lived in the 6™ / 7" century.

% John Azraq lived in the late 7" / early 8" century.
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§ 17y John of nine memre 16 101, 838
Dailam®*
§ 18 Maryahb% letter 117 102, 839
§ 120 Isho‘panah exhortatory 18 102, 842
Qatraya96 memré
commentary on 102, 843
the centuries
(book) on spiritual 102, 844
philosophy
memre 102, 845
homilies
letters 102, 846
consolations
mournful 102, 847~
teshbhata which 848
are arranged in al-
phabetical order
§124 John bar (book) on instruc- | 121 103, 859
Penkaye tion of the youth
(book) which he 104, 861
composed against
(false) religions
(book) on the 104, 862
seven eyes of the
Lord
(book) on bonds 104, 863
and on perfection
book of questions 104, 864
§127 ‘qubshmags exhortation 124 104, 869

9 John of Dailam died in 738.
% Maryahb flourished in the late 6™ century.

9 Isho‘panah Qatraya’s dates are unknown.

9 John bar Penkaye lived in the late 7" century.

9 ‘Eqebshma flourished in the mid-10™ century.
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consolations 104, 870
homilies
chapters 105, 871
riddles
proverbs in an al- 105, 871-872
legorical manner

§ 128 Ahudemmeh® | one book against | 125 105, 873—
the philosophers 874
book against the 105, 875
Magi
definitions of all 105, 876
things
book oflogic 105, 877
(work) on whether 105, 879~
the will has power 880
over nature in two
memre
one book on the 105, 881
soul
(book on) man 105, 882
(as) a microcosm
teachings in an el- 105, 883—
egant (and) lucid 884
style

§129 Abraham bar commentary on 126 106, 887

Dashandad'® | Abba Mark

disputation with 106, 888
the Jews
book on the king’s 106, 889
way
meémre on repent- 106, 890

ance

9 Ahudemmeh possibly lived in the 6™ century.
Abraham bar Dashandad lived in the 8" century.

100
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§130 Isho‘bokht of memre on the sign | 127 106, 896
Rev Ardashir'® | of the air
§131 Isho‘dnah of commentary on 128 107, 899
Basra'”* logic
consolations 107, 900
homilies
§133 Alexander of book of refutation | 130 107, 907—
Mabbug'*® of the babbling of 108, 908
Julian
§134 Proclus of Con- | two books on the 131 108, 909—
stantinople104 sanctuary 910
commemoration 108, 910
§136 Theodore bar ecclesiastical (his- | 133 108, 915
Koni'” tory)
teachings 108, 916
consolations
§137 ‘Abdisho’ bar homilies 134 109, 918
‘Eqarbe 106 causes
§138 Andrew of Sa- homilies 135 109, 919
mosata'”’
§ 140 John Knowledge 137 109, 926
Garmgaya™® (book on) the 110, [927]"°

training of novices

101

Isho'bokht of Rev Ardashir lived in the late 8" century.
'°* Isho‘dnah of Basra lived in the g century.
'3 Alexander of Mabbug flourished in 431.

"** Proclus of Constantinople died in 446 / 447.

' Theodore bar Koni flourished at the end of the 8" century.

"% ‘Abdisho bar ‘Eqarbe died in 986.
*°7 Andrew of Samosata flourished ca. 430.
**® John Garmqaya lived in the late 7"-early 8" century.

"% Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 925.
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short chronicle 110, [928]"°
history of Mar 10, [929]™
Khuadahwi
memre 110, [930]™
madrashé

§142 Solomon of histories 139 110, [935] ™

Hdatta™ (book) on the mo- 10, [936]™°

nastic way

§144 Abu Nﬁh116 refutation of the 141 111, 947
Qur'an
disputation 111, 942-943
against the here-
tics
other useful works 111, 944

§ 147 Dadisho* I'” admirable com- 144 112, 950
mentary on Daniel
[explanation of] 112, 951
the book of Kings
[explanation of]
Bar Sira

§148 Quryaqos of explanation of the | 145 112, 953-954

Nisibis " Faith

[explanation] of 112, 954

the mysteries

10

Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 926.

" Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 927.

"2 Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 928.

"® Solomon of Hdatta lived in the second half of the 8" century.
"4 Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 933.

5 Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 934.

"® Abii Nith flourished in the early o™ century.
" Dadisho‘ I died in 456.

n8 Quryaqos of Nisibis flourished in the first half of the 7" century.
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cause of the Nativ- 12, 955
ity
[cause] of the
Epiphany
commentary on 112, 956
Paul
§ 149 Simeon bar book of ecclesiasti- | 146 12, 958
Tabahe ™ cal (history)
§151 Athgen the Sol- | disputation 148 13, 962
itarym against a wise
brother
many letters on 13, 963
the (monastic)
way of life and be-
sides
§152 George book on obedience | 149 13, 966
Neshraya™
§153 Anush of Pi- memreé 150 u3, 967
rozshabor™ consolations
§154 Budh the Peri- | mémrée on the 151 114, 970
odeutes' Faith
(meémreé) against 114, 971
the Manichaeans
(meémré) against 114, 972
the Marcionites
Aleph Migin 114, 973-974
§155 meémre against the | 152 114, 978

followers of Mar-

cion

"9 Simeon bar Tabahe lived in the second half of the 8™ century.

120

121

122

Athgen the Solitary lived in the late 7" / early 8" century.
George Neshraya flourished in the late 7™ century.
Anush of Pirozshabor flourished in the late 9 century.
" Budh the Periodeutes flourished in the mid-6" century.
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Daniel of

Resh‘ayna'**

(meémreé) against
the Manichaeans

[mémre against
the] heretics

[memre against
the] Astrologers

14, 979

114, 980

§156

Abraham bar
Qardahe

homilies

consolations

memre

teachings

letter against Shis-
ban

153

15, 982

115, 983

15, 984

§157

Nathniel of
Shirzor'®

disputation
against the Severi-
ans

[disputation
against the] Mani-
chaeans

[disputation
against the] Kan-
taeans

[disputation
against the] Man-
daeans

154

115, 985-986

15, 987

15, 988

§158

Elisha‘ bar Sab-

. 12
ine"™

commentary on
(the Psalms of) Da-
vid

various sentences

chapters on rid-
dles

155

15, 990

16, 991

116, 992

" Daniel of Resh‘ayna flourished in the mid-6™ century.

5 Abraham bar Qardahe flourished in the mid-6" century.

** Nathniel of Shirzor lived in the late 6™ / early 7" century.

T Elisha' bar Sabine lived in the late 6™ / early 7" century.
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§159 Abraham sentences 156 16, 994
Qatina™ questions
§ 160 Simeon Qur- memré 157 16, 996
dalhnaya129 homilies
§161 Yazidad®° Gleanings 158 16, 998
§ 162 Bar Shehaq™®' one book 159 116, 999
§ 163 Damanis'®* mémré 160 17,
[1000] "
§164 Susay of book of thanksgiv- | 161 1y,
Shush'®* ings [1002]'®
§ 165 Abraham book of various 162 nuz,
Saba'*’ questions [1004]""
§166 Gregory of disputation 163 17, [1005-
Shushtre'® against all (false) 1006]'%
religions
demonstrations of nuz,
nature [1007]'%
consolations 17, [1008]"*
homilies

128

Abraham Qatina possibly lived in the 6" century.
"9 Simeon Qurdalhnaya lived in the late 8" century.
"% Yazidad lived in the second half of the 5™ century.

"% Bar Shehaq died ca. 1002.

"¥* Damanis’ dates are unknown. This writer is otherwise unknown.

'3 Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 100.

"% Susay of Shush’s dates are unknown. This writer is otherwise unknown.
"5 Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 102.

3% Abraham Saba lived in the 6" century.

"7 Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 104.

138 Gregory of Shushtre lived in the second half of the 8" century.

"9 Habbi incorrectly presents this as lines 105-106.

140

Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 107.

'# Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 108.
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history of Abra- u7,
ham of Shushtre 1009]"*
one book of eccle- 18, 1010
siastical (history)
causes of the feasts 18, 1017
[one] gale 18, 1o11-
1012
§167 Bar Sahde of book against the 164 18, 1015~
Karka'®® Magi, the disciples 1016
of Zoroaster
§168 Jacob of chronicle'® 165 u8, 1018
Edessa'*
§ 169 Simeon Bar- chronicle 166 18, 1020
qaya146
§170 Ara'" book against the 167 19, 1021
Magi
Beetles 119, 1022—
1023
book which Paqor 19, 1024
composed148

142

Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 109.

'* Bar Sahde of Karka probably lived in the 6"-early 7" century.

44 TJacob of Edessa lived ca. 630—708.

"5 This is not a reference to Jacob’s Chronicle, which ‘Abdisho‘ mentions as
“on (periods of) times” (~i=y Ax) and which does survive. Rather, Witold
Witakowski has shown that this was a work on calendrical and astronom-
ical problems. See idem, “The Chronicle of Jacob of Edessa,” in Bas ter Haar
Romeny (ed.), Jacob of Edessa and the Syriac Culture of His Day (Mono-
graphs of the Peshitta Institute Leiden 18; Leiden / Boston: Brill, 2008), 30—
36.

" Simeon Barqaya lived in the late 6™ / early 7" century.

"7 Ara lived in the late 4™ / early 5™ century.

“® It remains unclear how this work is meant to be understood in this entry.
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§171 Bar Dogsin ' one book against 168 119, 1025—
the Astrologers 1026
(in) two parts
(book) which (is) 119, 1028
against the heretic
Parparwan
§172 Daniel bar book, which (is) an | 169 119, 1031—
Maryam "’ explanation of a 120, 1032
chronicle
§173 Zaccheus Sup- | admirable demon- | 170 120, 1034
naya"™' stration of the
world
§174 Bar Daqnana152 metrical memreé for | 171 120, 1035—
the consolation of 1036
the sad (ones)
§175 John bar ecclesiastical ques- | 172 120,
Abgare™ tions [1039]"*
§176 David of Beth [meémre] on the 173 121, 1043—
Rabban'®® variations of days 1044
and nights
§177 John the Stylite | grammar 174 121, 1046
of Litarba'*°
§178 John bar Ka- (grammar) 175 121, 7048
mis'>’

"9 Bar Doggsin flourished in the late 6™ century.

"° Daniel bar Maryam lived in the 7" century.

151

known.

'** Bar Dagnana flourished in the early 12™ century.

153

John bar Abgare died in gos.

54 Habbi incorrectly presents this as line 1037.
55 David of Beth Rabban lived in the 8" / 9" century.
' John the Stylite of Litarba died in 737 / 738.

157

John bar Kamis flourished in the late 11" / early 12" century.

Zaccheus Supnaya’s dates are unknown. This writer is otherwise un-
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§180 Elijah of consolations 177 122, 1055
Anbar'®® letters
apology 122, 1056
homilies
§183 Elijah bar Ka- blessings 180 123, 1066
nosh™® memré
[work] on the use- 123, 1066—
fulness of the 1067
psalms
[work] on the ec- 123, 7068
clesiastical myster-
ies
§ 190 Emmanuel bar | teachings 187 125, 1094
Shahhare'® explanations
§101 Gabriel of questions 188 126, 1096
Shabokost™ teachings 126, 1097
disputations
homilies 126, 1098
consolations
§197 Isho‘yahb bar memre 195 129, 1137
Malkon®* ‘onyata 129, 1138
§ 199 Solomon of (book) on the form | 197 130, 1145
Basra163 of heaven and
earth
small memre 130, 1146
§ 200 ‘Abdisho* bar book (consisting) 198 130, 17149~
Brikha'** of a commentary 1151

158 Elijah of Anbar lived in the first half of the 10" century.

"9 Elijah bar Kanosh lived in the late 10" century.

160

161

162

Emmanuel bar Shahhare died in 980.

%3 Solomon of Basra flourished in 1222.
"4 Abdisho* bar Brikha died in 1318.

Gabriel of Shabokost lived in the late 10" century.
Isho‘yahb bar Malkon lived in the late 12" / early 13™ century.
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on the text of
Scripture — of the

Old (Testament),

also of the New

(Testament)

Catholicos 131, 1151-1152
book of the hidden 131, 1161-1162
secrets of the phi-

losophy of the

Greeks

Scholastics 132, 1163
(book) which has 132, 1167
twelve memreé in it 1168

(and) containing
all teachings

various letters 132, 1175~
composed on mul- 1176
tiple subjects

riddles 133, 1178
chapters

proverbs

In the first table above (i.e. on the Greek and Latin Fathers),
there are 34 Greek works listed,"®® which are credited to 17 writ-
ers. Of these, all works attributed to 8 writers — namely, Aquili-
nus (§ 23), Basil (§ 24), Irenaeus of Tyre (§ 26), Philotheus (§
27), Arniyastate’os (§ 31), Theophilus the Persian (§ 32), Zeno-
bius (§ 35), and Jacob (§ 48) — have not been preserved. The
majority of the Greek writers above lived in the 4™-6" centuries,
and many of them are grouped sequentially together, such as
Aquilinus (§ 23), Basil (§ 24), Cyrus the Greek (§ 25), Irenaeus

165 Many of these works are presented as collections of works, i.e. letters,
homilies, teachings, mémre, etc., meaning the exact number of such works
cannot be known. For the purposes of this article, each of these collections
is considered one work.
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of Tyre (§ 26), Philotheus (§ 27), and Theodoret of Cyrus (§ 28).
With the exception of Theodoret of Cyrus (§ 28), these other 4"-
6"-century writers are not well-known (even in extant medieval
Syriac sources), and three of the above writers — namely, Philo-
theus (§ 27), Arniyastate’os (§ 31), and Jacob (§ 48) — are un-
known outside of the Catalogue.

The lost works in the Second Part can be divided into five
broad categories or genres. If these are listed in descending or-
der of frequency, they appear as follows:

» Exegetical works 13x"%
» Generalized works 8x'"7
» Polemical works 7x"%
» Historiographical works 1'%
» Ascetic and Mystical works ~— 1x°

There are also four works which are given a description but
their exact genre remains unclear.”

Turning to the second table above (i.e. on the Syriac Fa-
thers), there are 387 works listed,”* which are credited to 114
writers and 1 group whose specific number is not given.” While

“"See §8,§ 1, § 20 (4x), § 23 (2x), § 27, § 33, and § 48 (3x).

7 See § 18, § 20, § 24 (2x), § 25, § 33 (2x), and § 35. This category encom-
passes works which are vaguely described or cannot be shown to belong
to any one genre in particular.

S See §19, § 28, § 31, § 32 (2x), and § 35 (2x).

%9 ee § 26.

" See § 20.

" See § 12 (2x), § 20, and § 27.

' Similar to the Greek works discussed above, many of these writings are
presented as collections of works, i.e. memre, teachings, riddles, etc.,

meaning the exact number of such works cannot be known. For the pur-
poses of this article, each of these collections is considered one work.

'™ Namely, the Disciples of Aba (§ 62).
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most of the Syriac writers listed in the Catalogue (who produced
multiple writings) have at least one work that has not survived,
all works attributed to 59 writers and 1 group — namely, Aqaq (§
49), Miles (§ 50), Yahbahuhy (§ 51), Abraham of Beth Rabban (§
55), the Disciples of Aba I (§ 62), Gabriel of Hormizdshir (§ 78),
Aba of Kashkar (§ 83), Henanisho* II (§ 84), Ephrem of Elam (§
87), Simeon Garmgaya (§ 92), Sourin the Interpreter (§ 93),
Mika Gramkaya (§ 95), Paulona (§ 97), Sergius (§ 98), Mari the
Persian (§ 99), Abraham of Mahoze (§ 100), Gabriel Qatraya (§
102), Jacob Qletaya (§ 103), Barsawma of Karka (§ 104), Daniel
bar Tubanitha (§ 106), Abraham of Basra (§ 107), Babai the Per-
sian (§ 111), Shahdost (§ 12), Habib the Solitary (§ 113), John Az-
raq (§ 116), John of Dailam (§ 117), Isho‘panah Qatraya (§ 120),
‘Eqebshma (§ 127), Alexander of Mabbug (§ 133), Proclus of
Constantinople (§ 134), ‘Abdisho’ bar ‘Eqarbe (§ 137), John
Garmgqaya (§ 140), Solomon of Hdatta (§ 142), Abu Nih (§ 144),
Dadisho’ I (§ 147), Quryaqos of Nisibis (§ 148), Simeon bar
Tabahe (§ 149), Athqgen the Solitary (§ 151), George Neshraya (§
152), Anush of Pirozshabor (§ 153), Daniel of Resh‘ayna (§ 155),
Abraham bar Qardahe (§ 156), Elisha‘ bar Sabine (§ 158), Abra-
ham Qatina (§ 159), Simeon Qurdalhnaya (§ 160), Yazidad (§
161), Bar Shehaq (§ 162), Damanis (§ 163), Susay of Shush (§ 164),
Abraham Saba (§ 165), Gregory of Shushtre (§ 166), Simeon Bar-
qaya (§ 169), Ara (§ 170), Bar Dogsin (§ 171), Zaccheus Supnaya
(§ 173), Bar Dagnana (§ 174), John the Stylite of Litarba (§ 177),
John bar Kamis (§ 178), Elijah bar Kanosh (§ 183), and Gabriel
of Shabokost (§ 191) — have not been preserved, at least those
works that are presented in the Catalogue. These Syriac writers
lived from the 4™ to the 14" century, and some of them are
grouped sequentially together. Examples include the following:
Paulona (§ 97), Sergius (§ 98), Mari the Persian (§ 99), and
Abraham of Mahoze (§ 100) and Elisha‘ bar Sabine (§ 158),
Abraham Qatina (§ 159), Simeon Qurdalhnaya (§ 160), Yazidad
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(§ 161), Bar Shehaq (§ 162), Damanis (§ 163), Susay of Shush (§
164), Abraham Saba (§ 165), and Gregory of Shushtre (§ 166). A
number of the above-listed Syriac writers are little known, and
three of these writers — namely, Damanis (§ 163), Susay of Shush
(§ 164), and Zaccheus Supnaya (§ 173) — are unknown outside
of the Catalogue.

The lost works in the Third Part can be divided into thir-
teen broad categories or genres. If these are listed in descending
order of frequency, they appear as follows:

» Generalized works 106x 7
» Exegetical works 65x""
» Liturgical works 55x7°
» Polemical works 45x""

7 See § 49, § 50 (2x), § 53 (2x), § 54, § 56, § 58, § 61, § 62, § 65, § 67, § 71, §
74 (4%), § 77 (2x), § 79 (2x), § 80 (3x), § 82 (5x), § 84 (4x), § 85, § 91(2x), §
93, § 96, § 97, § 100 (2x), § 101, § 104 (2x), § 106 (4x), § 107, § 109, § 110, § 111,
§ 12 (2x), § 114, § 116, § 117, § 118, § 120 (4x), § 124, § 127 (4x), § 128, § 131, §
136 (2x), § 140 (2x), § 144, § 153 (2x), § 156 (3%), § 158 (2x), § 159 (2x), § 160,
§ 162, § 163, § 164, § 165, § 166, § 174, § 180 (2x), § 183, § 190 (2x), § 191 (3x),
§ 197 (2x), § 199, and § 200 (5x).

™ See § 52, § 53 (12x), § 55 (8x), § 56 (2x), § 58 (5%), § 59 (4%), § 61, § 62, § 66,
§68,§ 71, § 77, § 78 (2x), § 79 (8x), § 91 (2x), § 94, § 95, § 98 (3%), § 99, §
103, § 106, § 147 (3x), § 148, § 158, § 183, and § 200.

7 See § 53 (5%), § 54 (2x), § 56 (2x), § 58, § 50 (3%), § 61, § 63, § 66, § 68, § 74,
§79, § 82, § 84, § 90 (3x), § 96, § 100, § 104, § 105, § 106, § 110 (4x), § 112, §
ug, § 14, § 16, § 120 (2x), § 127 (2x), § 131, § 134 (2x), § 137, § 138, § 148, §
156, § 160, § 166 (2x), § 180, § 183 (2x), and § 191. This category includes
homiletical works as well.

7 See § 56 (3x), § 61, § 63 (2x), § 72 (2x), § 74, § 78 (2), § 93 (2x), § 94, § 97
(2x), § 99, § 101, § 124, § 128 (2x), § 129, § 133, § 144 (2x), § 151, § 154 (2x), §
155 (4x), § 156, § 157 (4x), § 166, § 167, § 170 (2x), § 171 (2x), § 191, and § 200.
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» Theological works 21x"
» Historiographical works 19x7°
» Ascetic and Mystical works ~ 18x'®
> Etiological works 17x™
> Philosophical works 12x'%
» Scientific works 6x™*
» Juridical works 4%
» Grammatical works 2x'%
» Translated works 2x"%

There are also fifteen works which are given a description but
their exact genre remains unclear.™

Considering the data presented above, several observa-
tions can be made: 1) Based on the percentages, significantly
more Syriac works have been lost than Greek works translated

" See § 53, § 50, § 73, § 87, § 89, § 90, § 94, § 97, § 102 (2x), § 103, § 104, §
109, § 113, § 124 (3x), § 148, § 154, § 180, and § 200. This category includes
Christological and apologetic works as well.

M See § 56 (2x), § 57, § 66, § 71, § 82, § 85, § 95 (2x), § 103, § 136, § 140 (2x), §
142, § 149, § 166 (2x), § 169, and § 172. This category includes hagiographical
works as well.

0 See § 66, § 67 (2x), § 68, § 74, § 101, § 106 (2x), § 113, § 120 (2x), § 129 (2X),
§ 140 (2x), § 142, § 151, and § 152.

" See § 55, § 59 (2x), § 66 (3x), § 79, § 82, § 91 (2x), § 95, § 100, § 10, § 137, §
148 (2x), and § 166.

2 See § 82, § 83 (3x), § 128 (5x), § 131, § 166, and § 200.
3 See § 86, § 130, § 168, § 173, § 176, and § 199.

84 See § 109, § 110, and § 112 (2x).

5 See § 177 and § 178.

%6 See § 61and § 92.

7 See § 51, § 66, § 68, § 74, § 77, § 86, § 99, § 106, § 107, § U6, § 120, § 154, §
161, § 170, and § 175.
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into Syriac: concerning the former, 63.5% do not survive,®®
while concerning the latter, 19.5% are lost.”™ 2) Exegetical, gen-
eralized, and polemical works are the most notable Greek writ-
ings that have not survived in Syriac translation; 13 works of the
former are lost, while 8 and 7 works, respectively, of the latter
two categories do not survive. 3) Generalized works are far and
away the most notable Syriac writings that are lost; 106 of these
works do not survive. 4) Collectively, generalized works are the
primary category of writings that have not survived from the
Second and Third Parts, and many of these works were pro-
duced by lesser-known writers. 5) Given the previous observa-
tion, ‘Abdisho‘ was probably not immediately familiar with the
works of many (if not all!) of the lesser-known writers — due to
the fact that some, if not all, of these works largely ceased to be
copied around the 9" century' — but was only aware of their

%8 ‘Abdisho’ highlights 609 Syriac works in the Third Part of his Catalogue.
This does not include passing references to the following works: Henana
of Adiabene’s (§ 59) “many (other) books” (~~ize ~3&a), Babai the
Great's (§ 66) “eighty-three volumes” (~&uinia 8lda 1), Joseph Haz-
zaya’s (§ 68) “one thousand nine hundred books” (<iwe <~=ar.da alw),
‘Abdisho”s summarizing of the works of Anush of Pirozshabor (§ 153),
which are not listed in the Catalogue, as “etc.” (=aixa), the “multitude of
books” (~~\ am ~5&a) that functioned as the source material for the
compilation of Bar Bahlul's (see § 179) Lexicon, and the anonymous “histo-
ries, which are more than hundreds” (p<= 2 Béu Goms disxd).

%9 Abdisho* highlights 174 Greek (and Latin) works in the Second Part of his
Catalogue. This does not include passing references to the following works:
Symmachus’ (§ 11) “books” (~s5&a), Diodore of Tarsus’ (§ 19) “sixty books
in number” (<an=s pdr ~34a), and Nestorius’ (§ 21) “many renowned
works” (e 4 s Sha).

9% Cf. Sebastian P. Brock, “Let us now praise famous men’ (Sir. 44:1):
‘Abdisho* and his mémra on Syriac writers,” in Salam Rassi and Zeljko Pasa
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existence via one or more intermediary sources. 6) ‘Abdisho*
undoubtedly grouped many of the lesser-known writers to-
gether on purpose. 7) ‘Abdisho’ likely included many works that
were already lost by the early 14™ century in the Catalogue in
order to present a more comprehensive overview of the devel-
opment of Syriac ecclesiastical history.

As a way of concluding, it is worth noting that two catego-
ries of works in the Catalogue may or may not be lost. The first
category is comprised of works that have been tentatively iden-
tified by earlier scholarship. Thus, depending on whether one
agrees or disagrees with these proposals, these works have ei-
ther been preserved (often in fragmented form), or they do not
survive. From the Greek writings presented in the Second Part,
examples include the following:

Entry | Writer Work Assemani | Habbi
§17 John Chrysostom™ | (letter) to 16 43, 208
Iy’
Justinius
§ 25 Cyrus the Greek explanation of 24 53, 323~
y P
(false) religions 324

From the Syriac writings presented in the Third Part, examples
include the following:

Entry | Writer Work Assemani | Habbi
§ 56 John of Beth Rab- book of ques- 56 68, 473—
ban tions on the Old 474
(Testament)

(eds), Christianity, Islam, and the Syriac Renaissance: The Impact of
‘Abdisho bar Brikha. Papers Collected on His 700" Anniversary (Orientalia
Christiana Analecta X; Rome: Pontifical Oriental Institute, 2024), 22.

9! John Chrysostom lived ca. 347—407.
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§176 David of Beth Rab- | mémré on the di- | 173 121, 1042—
ban mensions of 1043
climes

Concerning John Chrysostom’s letter to Justinius, Assemani
suggests this might be a reference to the Letter to Pope Innocent,
1 (CPG 4402) or the Letter to Pope Innocent, 2 (CPG 4403), be-
cause a Letter to Justinius (as written by Chrysostom) does not
otherwise exist.”” The Syriac translation of these works does not
survive.

Regarding Cyrus the Greek’s explanation of (false) reli-
gions, Gerrit J. Reinink argues that Cyrus’ Book of Questions — of
which, three fragments have been preserved by Simon the Per-
secuted (late 12™-early 14" century) in his Christological work
On the Union — should be identified with this (otherwise) lost
work.™?

Concerning John of Beth Rabban’s book of questions on
the Old Testament, it is not possible to determine whether
John's extant Old Testament exegetical fragments were derived
from his Old Testament commentary (which survives in frag-
mented form in later East Syriac exegetical works) or from his
book of questions on the Old Testament, due to the fact that the
East Syriac writers who preserve these fragments never state

92 See Assemani, BibOr 3.1., 27, 1. 3.

"% For the Syriac text and an English translation of these fragments, as well
as a further discussion, see Gerrit J. Reinink, “The Book of Questions of Cy-
rus the Greek,” in René Lavenant (ed.), Symposium Syriacum VII: Uppsala
University, Department of Asian and African Languages, 11—14 August 1996
(Orientalia Christiana Analecta 256; Roma: Pontificio Istituto Orientale,
1998), 453—-461. Reinink incorrectly suggests ‘Abdisho* is presenting the
specific title of a work at this point and, thus, presents its name as the Dis-
tinction between Sects. See ibid., 453.
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which of these two works was their (ultimate) source.”* Thus,
some extant fragments of John’s Old Testament exegetical
works may well originate from his book of questions on the Old
Testament, rather than solely being drawn from his Old Testa-
ment commentary. John’s book of questions on the Old Testa-
ment does not otherwise survive.

Regarding, David of Beth Rabban’s mémré on the dimen-
sions of climes, Assemani draws attention to an anonymous
meémra on this subject and attributes it to David." This memra
has been edited twice and translated into English."”® However,
one of the editors of this mémra, namely, Richard J. H. Gottheil,
does not accept Assemani’s proposition that David was its au-
thor. If Assemani’s proposal is not accepted, this work does not
survive.

The second category of works in the Catalogue that may or
may not be lost is comprised of one Syriac work that, if it sur-
vives, has been heavily revised and preserved as anonymized
fragments in later comparable works. This work is the follow-
ing:

Entry | Writer Work Assemani Habbi
§ 89 Hunayn ibn compendious 88 90, 704
Ishaq"®’ lexicon

9% Cf. Ernest G. Clarke, The Selected Questions of Isho bar Niin on the Penta-
teuch: Edited and Translated from MS Cambridge Add. 2017, with a Study of
the Relationship of Isho‘dadh of Merv, Theodore Bar Kont and Isho bar Niin
on Genesis (Studia Post-Biblica 5; Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1962), 10-11.

' Assemani, BibOr 3.1., 255 (n.1)-256.

"% See Gabriel Cardahi, Liber thesauri de arte poetica Syrorum nec non de
eorum poetarum vitis et carminibus (Roma: Typographia Polyglotta, 1875),
41-46 and Richard J. H. Gottheil, “Contributions to the History of Geogra-
phy,” Hebraica 8:1—2 (1891-1892): 65—78; 9:1—2 (1892-1893): 117-118.

197 Hunayn ibn Ishaq lived from 808-873.
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While Hunayn ibn Ishaq’s compendious lexicon does not sur-
vive in its original form, it was used in the creation of Isho‘ of
Merv’s (9" century; § 179) Syriac lexicon, and Isho* bar ‘Ali (sec-
ond half of the 9" century; § 179), who was a student of
Hunayn’s, re-edited Isho‘ of Merv’s work to produce his own
Syriac-Arabic lexicon, which has been preserved. This latter lex-
icon has been edited but remains untranslated."®*
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